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CHILTON FAMILY. 
Communicated. 

The Chiltons of Virginia are descended from an old English 
family, originally of French descent as the name indicates, 
though the derivation is somewhat uncertain. A recent writer 
upon the old families of England says it is derived from the 
Chalk Cliffs of Dover, near which the Chiltons are supposed to 
have settled on their first landing upon English shores. Others 
with some appearance of truth, trace this name to the time of the 
crusaders when Eobert of Normandy embarkel for the Holy 
Land, leading in his train of vassels and retainers some of our 
ancestors, for whose gallant deeds the name was bestowed and 
since retained by their descendants. 

In 1060 William of Normandy set sail for the conquest of 
England, and inscribed on his banner roll was the name of Sir 
John Chilton. This is the first mention we have of the name, 
and it is reasonable to' suppose that he remained with others of 
his family, to share the spoils so liberally bestowed by the Con- 
queror. From this time until the restoration of Charles Stuart, 
nothing more is heard of the Chiltons. 

In 1642 they again came prominently forward. Being loyal 
subjects to their king, but staunch democrats, as the family have 
even been they determined to visit both his usurpations and ex- 
actions, and accordingly, after every effort for a compromise had 
failed, they joined the parliamentarians, as did many good and 
valiant men. 

At the restoration of Charles II., in 1660, three brothers 
of that name emigrated to the states of America. Charles, the 
head of the family, settled in Westmoreland Co., Va. on the 
banks of the Potomac, to which place he gave the name of 
"Curryoman." He had four sons, Thomas the first born in- 
herited the family estate of "Curryoman." He lived an old 
bachelor till an elderly man, and then married a Miss Pierce, a 
woman not his equal, and died without issue. His brothers were 
William, Charles and John. To William was given "Maidstone," 
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to Charles, "Hereford," and to John, "Bock Spring." Charles 
and John married sisters, Betty and Letty Blackwell. Charles 
raised a large family, his sons were John, Sam, Stephen, Black- 
well, Mark and one daughter Betsy, who died unmarried. John, 
an officer in the Third Va. Regiment, was killed at the battle of 
Brandywine, leaving five children, Thomas, Joseph, George, 
Nancy and Lucy. William married a Miss Orrick. He left 
three children, Orrick, William and Susan. 

Thomas, leaving no children, "Curryoman," the family seat, 
went to Orrick, the heir-at-law, eldest son of William, who mar- 
ried Miss Corbin. 

Of the two remaining brothers who came over at the Restora- 
tion, but little is known. One settled in Virginia and the other 
in Maryland. Of the Virginia brothers, a few descendants per- 
haps remain in Bedford or Campbell county. 

In Maryland the name still lives, one branch having inter- 
married with the Snowdens, of Baltimore, and Laura Chilton, 
the principal of the Convent School in Wheeling, West Virginia, 
is one of that family. 

A late writer in commenting upon the old families of West- 
moreland, such as the Lees, Ashtons, Washingtons and others, 
says : "Pursuing our journey along the river banks, we come to 
"Curryoman." A slab marks this as the home of the Chiltons. 
Their descendants settled in the upper country (Fauquier), where 
the name still lives, but here nothing but a cross road and the 
hidden slab retains the name." 

In 1620 when the May Flower landed at Plymouth Rock, 
Mary Chilton was the first to step ashore. This was some years 
in advance of the parliamentarian' emigration, but the same 
resolute spirit prevails and this was doubtless one and the same 
family. 

Dr. James Chilton, the eminent chemist, was one of this Puri- 
tan stock, (W. B. Chilton's uncle.) 

But few of the Chiltons have attained eminence in their pro- 
fession. Of these Tom Chilton, of Kentucky, was the most dis- 
tinguished. He was a man of surpassing eloquence and of varied 
gifts, and acquirements, but from an extreme fickleness of char- 
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acter, he never pursued any one calling long enough to achieve 
greatness, which he might easily have done. 

Sam Chilton, of Fauquier, was a man of fair talents, and as a 
lawyer, excelled as a criminal pleader. He was much esteemed 
by those who knew him well, and greatly admired for his pleasant 
genial manners. 

John Chilton, of VicksbuTg, was also a distinguished lawyer. 
Of those who have embraced the medical profession, some have 
become eminent. The one at this time most justly esteemed is 
Dr. John Chilton, of Fauquier. The following is from a com- 
munication in the Alexandria Bulletin: "As a physician, a most 
eminent one; as a man, the best and most kind hearted I have 
every known; always ready and willing night or day, rain or 
shine, for rich or poor he is never known to refuse. He will go 
at any time or at any distance to the hut of the poor where he 
is never to get a cent, with as quick a step, as cheerful a counte- 
nance and we think with as happy a heart, as to the mansion of 
the rich where he is sure of a large fee. We wish him a long 
and prosperous life, for when he is gone hence, many will mourn 
the loss of the kind, the generous, the noble hearted Dr. Chilton." 

The Chilton coat of arms is a chevron, and is said to be one of 
the most distinguished in the book of Heraldry. 



The above account was sent me by Mrs. William E. Chilton, of 
Charleston, West Virginia, and was compiled by a member of the 
Chilton family some years ago. It agrees remarkably well with the 
records, but not much importance is to be attached to the "Three 
Brothers" tradition, which is common to many Virginia families and 
was only a pleasant device of our grandfathers to solve the prob- 
lems of genealogy without the trouble of hunting up the records. 

The earliest records of the Chilton Family occur in Northumber- 
land Co. Stephen Chilton lived in Wiccomico parish about the last 
quarter of the 17th Century and his will was proved in Lancaster 
Co., Aug. 3, 1718. He names the following children (1) William; 
(2)Charles; (S) Beno'ni; (4) Andrew; (5) George; (6) Thomas; 
(7) Margaret. 

Of these Charles may have removed to Curryoman in Westmore- 
land County, and left descendants. The other children left numer- 
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ous descendants in Lancaster Co. Mr. William Chilton, present 
clerk of that county, is one of them. I have abstracts of many wills 
in Lancaster Co. 

As far as I am able just now to verify the statement in the paper 
sent me about Charles Chilton and his descendants, it is remarkably 
correct. Charles Chilton, tne second of the name, had the rank of 
Colonel. The will of Joseph Blackwell, proved in Fauquier Co. in 
1787, names his wife, Lucy Steptoe, (daughter of Capt. John Steptoe, 
who made his will in Northumberland Co. in 1741), and his nine 
children viz: (1) Joseph, married Ann Eustace; (2) Samuel; (3) 
John, born March 22, 1755, married 1779 Agatha Ann Eustace; (4) 
George Steptoe; (5) Judith, Married Thomas Keith; (6) Ann, mar- 
ried Martin Pickett; (7) Letitia, married John Chilton and left 
issue; (8) Elizabeth, married Charles Chilton; (9) Lucy married 
William Slaughter. See Hayden, Virginia Genealogies, p. 266. 

In Lee, Lee of Virginia 86, it is stated that Orrick Chilton married 
Felicia Corbin, daughter of Richard Corbin, of Laneville, King & 
Queen County, President of the Virginia Council. 

There are some old chancery papers in Williamsburg entitled 
"Chilton vs. Moxley," which came up before Chancellor Wythe. 
Orrick Chilton files a bill which states that about the year 1781, 
Charles Chilton, his guardian, rented Currioman and the slaves to 
William H. Parker. Orrick Chilton attained the age of 21 in 1791. 
In 1796 he was about to remove from Westmoreland County to 
Fauquier. 

The Blackwell Family, who intermarried with the Chiltons, take 
their beginning in Northumberland County with Joseph Blackwell.i 
He had issue: Samuel,2 born Sept. 23, 1680, who had (1) Samuel,3 
born January 19, 1710; (2) William, born April 25, 1713; (3) Joseph, 
born July 9, 1715; (4) Elizabeth, born January 9, 1717; (5) Hannah, 
born March 30, 1720. (St. Stephen's Parish Register, Northumber- 
land Co.) Of these Samuel3 Blackwell was probably father of 
Joseph Blackwell, father of Elizabeth, wife of Col. Charles Chilton. 

Charles Chilton, first of the name, is supposed to have married 
Miss Ball, and they had issue: Thomas, Charles, William and John. 
Charles Chilton, one of these, married Elizabeth Blackwell, and had 
issue: John, Samuel, Stephen, Blackwell, Mark and Elizabeth. 
Of these Blackwell Chilton married Sarah Beale Eustace, and had 
Joseph Blackwell, William E., George, Stephen, Mary Elizabeth. 



